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artistic concern is i
react to it,” Merrell says. “Light is how we as humans navigate the world.”
Thus, Merrell i likely to paint not only landscapes in the open air, but
also figures and still lifes—posing models and setting up vases, flowers, an
other objects outdoors. Always on the hunt for new locations (and an avid
hiker), the painter keeps detailed notes on patterns of light and shadow,
cataloging the place and time of day where they were obscrved 50 he can
uing places with his painting gear. Or, once back in his
studio, he may make a sketch of the location. His favorite spots range from
those close to home, such as the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains
n the Los Angeles area, to the far-flung heights of the Sierra Nevadas in
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Eric Merrell coninies

“I want to translate what I sec
into paint. Sight is a process of com-
prehending light. And painting is a
way of understanding sight,” Mer-
rell says. “My focus is to seck out
and use color to exphain our perccp-
” A graduate of Art Center
College of Design in Pasadena, CA,
and only 29, he is alrcady a member
of the California Art Club and Ol
Painters of America. Merrellis repre-
sented by DeMott Gallery, Vail,
€O, and Joscph Bottoms Fine Arts,
Santa Barbara, CA.
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