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▲  Market  St「eet  Hust l e,  Oi l ,  28 x 32.

< Caf 6 Zoet rope,  Oi l ,  12 x 16.

A BI KER pedal s down a narrow l ane,
Wedged between an oncomi ng t rol l ey car

and a bus.  I n hi s l ef t  hand he bal ances an

umbrel l a.  I t ’ s a rai ny day i n downt own

San Franci sco- Puddl es,  SOggy St reet S,

and ot her vehi cl es are al l  shrouded i n
COOl  gray l i ght .  I n MARKET STREET HUS-
TLE,  art i st  Scot t  W Pri or capt ures bot h
t he hi gh energy of  t he bi g ci t y and t he

somber mood of  t he doudy ski es.  There‘

i s an i mmedi acy and spont anei t y t o t he
artwork t hat  i nvi t es vi ewers t o st ep i n・

Si de t he pai nt i ng f or a moment .  “ I  want

Vi ewers t o f ee1 1i ke t hey are ri ght  t here

Wi t h me, ”  Pri or says.  “ I f  I  get  t he wow

f act or goi ng f or mysel f ,  I  know I  am ont o

SOmethi ng good,  and peopl e wi l l  f eel

i t .  I  want  t he vi ewer t o say t hi ngs l i ke,
` Damn,  t hat ’ s a good pai nt i ng. , , ,

Somet i mes st art i ng a pai nt i ng can be

a bat t l e,  Pri or says,  but  MARKET STREET
HUS丁LE ` ` j ust皿owed. ”  Then agai n,  t he

art i st  knows hi s subj ect  mat t er i nt i mat e・

1y:  Al t hough he l i ves i n Sout hem cal i f or-
ni a t oday,  he once cal l ed San Franci sco

home whi l e at t endi ng t he Academy of

represent at i on

WWW. SCOt tWPri or・COm
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Mi dt own Mul es,  Oi l ,  28 x 32.

Art  Uni versi t y.  Duri ng t hose years he
cri sscrossed t he ci t y,  Wal ki ng,  bi ki ng,

and dri vi ng i t s cramped st reet s,  Of t en

Wi t h hi s pai nt i ng gear i n t ow. 　　　_

丁he pai nt i ng showcases pri or ’ s si gna-

t ure st yl e,  Whi ch he descri bes as post・

Impressi oni sm,  ref err i ng t o hi s penchant

f or t i ght  drawi ng but  l oose pai nt  appl i ca-
t i on.  “ When I  was at  t he academy,  I  was

real l y i nt o t he l oose brushwork of  t he

Bay Area art i st s,  but  I ’ m much sI ower

nowadays, ”  he says.  “ I缶y t o st udy正y.

subj ect s more,  bei ng more i nt ent i onal
wi t h each mark and not  so I oosey・gOOSey

i n sl appi ng pai nt  around・”

I n t erms of  su切ect  mat t er,  Pri or ’ s

sl i ce. of - 1i f e works hark back t o t he cal i ・

f omi a Scene pai nt ers,  a grOuP Of  earl y

20t h・Cent ury art i st s known f or capt ur-

i ng Gol den St at e peopl e’ Pl aces’ and

l andscapes.  Fi t t i ngl y,  MARKET STREE丁

HUSTLE sol d recent l y t o Cal i f omi a art
col l ect ors Mark and J anet  Hi l bert ,  t he
f ounders of  t he Hi l bert  Museum of  cal i -
f omi a Art  i n Orange,  CA.  The museum i s
hi ghl y regarded f or i t s ext ensi ve co11ec・

t i on of  works by l egendary Scene pai nt・

ers such as Emi l  KosaJ r . ,  Rex Brandt ,  and
Mi 11ard Sheet s.  These days t he museum
i s al so addi ng works by cont emporary

art i st s l i ke Pri or who carry on some of

t he scene pai nt ers’ t radi t i ons.

Whi l e pri or ’ s body of  work embraces

al l  genres,  i ncl udi ng l andscapes, 宜gures,

and st i l =i f es,  hi s soul  bel ongs t o t he
Ci t y.  Dest i nat i ons l i ke San Franci sco,  Los

Angel es,  and New York ci t y of f er hi m

the hi gh- OCt ane SCeneS t hat  f uel  hi s cre-

at i vi t y.  But  Pri or i s never af rai d t o st ep
out  of  hi s comf ort  zone when an out・Of・

t he・box i dea i nt r i gues hi m・

For exampl e,  eai l i er t hi s year he was

chat t i ng wi t h f r i ends i n hi s weekl y巾es-

day Art  Ni ght  sessi ons.  The t opi c:  horses
i n l andscape pai nt i ngs,  Whi ch i s a pet

5O WWWSOUTHWESTAR冒. COM.  FEBRUARY 2021



PeeVe Of  pri or ’ s.  The art i st  admi t s t hat

he went  on a bi t  of  a rant  t o t he group,

POki ng some good・nat ured f un at  pai nt・

ers who pI op t oken horses i nt o every
l andscape pai nt i ng t o hel p i t  sel l .  “ I  went

On tO t hem about  how I  was t aught  at  t he

academy t hat  i f  you do a good enough
l andscape pai nt i ng,  yOu don, t  have t o
add a person on a horsi e i n、i t , ”  Pri or says.

Then he shared an i dea wi t h t he group

t hat  was mari nat i ng i n hi s i magi nat i on,

an i rreverent  spoof  on t he “ horsi e syn・

drome. ”  Pri or i magi ned a pai nt i ng depi ct . -

i ng two hef t y mul es named pancho and

Ci sco山mberi ng down Lexi ngt on Avenue

i n mi dt own Manhat t an.  α One mul e has a

r i der on i t  t hat  resembl es me, ”  Pri or says.

“ The ot her i s a pack mul e t hat  has a11 t he

t hi ngs I  woul d bri ng on an advent ure,

l i ke a skat eboard,  Surf board, 宜shi ng pol e,

ukul el e,  art  SuPPl i es,  and campi ng gear. ”

. The皿esday Art  Ni ght  art i st s l i ked

t he i dea.  And when t he pandemi c caused
t he group t o di sband recent l y,  Pri or

Paci f i c Spa「kl e,  Oi l ,  ] 2 x 9.

Went  tO WOrk i n hi s st udi o,  COmPl et i ng
MID丁OWN MULES as t hi s st ory was go-

i ng t o press- addi ng,  Perhaps,  a dash of
Surreal i sm t o hi s current  body of  work.

PRIOR GREW UP IN Cost a Mesa,  CA,
i n t he heart  of  suburban orange coun-
t y・ From an earl y age he was act i ve i n

SPOrt S,  t reaSuri ng hours spent  skat e-

boardi ng and pl ayi ng soccer and hand-
bal l - but  al so suf f eri ng an array of坤u-

r i es.  I n宜rst  grade he broke hi s l ef t  f oot

Pl ayi ng handbal l .  Oddl y enough,  t hat
broken bone marked t he begi nni ng of  hi s
l i f el ong j oumey i nt o t he art  worl d:  Hi s
mother,  Seei ng t hat  her l i vel y son was

now bored whi l e recuperat i ng,  brought

hi m books on how t o draw cart oon char-

act ers.  Pri or began usi ng t he宜rst  of  what

WOul d be many sket chbooks t hroughout
hi s career.  Three months l at er,  he broke

hi s ot her f oot .  unabl e t o pl ay sport s once
agai n,  he pul l ed out  hi s sket chbook and
COnt i nued創I i ng i t  wi t h “ cart oon char・

act ers,  l i t t l e war scenes,  and space st uf f . ”

I n hi gh school  hi s passi on f or sport s

COnt i nued t o t ake cent er st age.  Then

duri ng hi s sophomore year,  he broke hi s
l eg on a campi ng t r i p t o Baj a Cal i f omi a-詔

t i me t o pu11 out  hi s sket chbook and丘re々

up hi s i magi nat i on once agai n.  Once t he
bones kni t t ed t oget her,  Pri or t r i ed out
f or and made t he wrest l i ng t eam at  Es・

t anci a Hi gh school ,  event ual l y wi nni ng
t op awards i n st at ewi de compet i t i ons.
Af t er graduat i on,  Pri or bounced

around t o di 飾erent  co11eges and odd

j obs,  SearChi ng f or t he ri ght  pat h t o f ol -
l ow He expI ored physi cal  t herapy,  busi ・

ness,  nut r i t i on,  and radi o communi ca-
t i ons,  but  not hi ng st uck.  seei ng Pri or

St ruggl e,  hi s mother once agai n i nt er・

Vened,  t hi s t i me suggest i ng t hat  he si gn
up f or art  cl asses.  pri or l i st ened and soon
enrol l ed i n i l l ust rat i on cl asses at  Orange
Coast  Col l ege,  Where t he pi eces of  hi s
f ut ure career puzzl e began t o come t o-

get her.  I nst ruct ors were i mpressed wi t h
Pri or, s drawi ng abi l i t y,  Of f eri ng prai se

and encouragement  t o cont i nue hi s art

St udi es;  i n 1992 he graduat ed wi t h an
associ at e degree i n , i l l ust rat i on.  Wi t h-
out  hesi t at i on,  he backed hi s bags and
brushes and moved t o San Franci sco
t o at t end t he Academy of  Art  Uni ver・

Si t y,  Where he st udi ed wi t h wel l ・known
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art i st s l i ke Crai g Nel son,  Bi l l  Maughan,
and Hui han Li u.  “ St udyi ng art  and bei ng

i n t he ci t y i s where I  was supposed t o be

t hen, ”  Pri or says.

Pri or graduat ed wi t h a bachel or, s de・

gree i n i l l ust rat i on i n 1997 and ret umed
wi t h hi s wi f e,  Wendy,  tO Sout hem Cal i ・

f omi a.  There he set  up a f reel ance busi -
ness speci al i zi ng i n st oryboards,  i 11us・

t rat i ons,  and background scenes f or宜Im

and t el evi si on.  I n hi s f ree t i me,  he pai nt・

ed and t aught  art  cl asses at  Pal os verdes

Art  Cent er.  A f el l ow art i st  t here,  Dan
Pi nkham,  tOl d hi 皿about  t he Cal i f or-

ni a Art  Cl ub and suggest ed he appl y f or

membershi p.  Pri or di d and was accept ed

on hi s宜rst  t ry・ Looki ng back,  he consi d-

ers t hat  a t umi ng poi nt  i n hi s career:
Wi t h membershi p came opport uni t i es t o

i nt roduce hi s work t o t he publ i c at  pres・

t i gi ous shows and museum exhi bi t i ons.

Pai nt i ngs st art ed t o sel l ,  and gal l er i es
cal l ed t o represent  hi m・ In 200l ,  Pri or

l aunched hi s f ul l ・t i me art  career and

never l ooked back.

TODAY PRIOR SPENDS hours creat・

i ng pai nt i ngs i n t he garage st udi o at  hi s

home i n Oceansi de,  CA,  about  40 mi l es
nort h of  San Di ego.  He i s a si gnat ure
member of  t he cal i f omi a Art  Cl ub and

t he Laguna Pl ei n Ai r Pai nt ers Associ a・

t i on,  and he, s won an array of  awards
f rom organi zat i ons such as t he port rai t

Soci et y of  Ameri ca.
Pri or says hi s dai l y l i f e has not  changed

much ami d t he current  pandemi c.  “ I ’ 皿

a recl use anyway and usual l y st ay at
home i n my st udi o al l  t he t i me’ " he

says.  “ what  t he pandemi c has done i s

t o make me t hi nk about  t ryi ng out  new

i deas,  1i ke t he mul es i n Manhat t an and
a mul t i ・宜gure pai nt i ng t hat  hasノbeen on

my mi nd f orever. ”

I ndeed,  Pri or recent l y compl et ed hi s

丘rst  l arge・SCal e,  mul t i pl e・宜gure work’

S丁ÅNDING ROOM ONLY.  The compel l i ng

pi ece depi ct s t he i nt ense’ α i n your f ace"

drama of  exuberant  f ans i n t he mosh pi t
at  a punk rock concert .  For t he uni ni t i at・

ed,  t he mosh pi t  i s t he area dosest  t o t he
st age where concert goers are f ond of  sl am・

danci ng i nt o f el l ow audi ence members.
For ref erence mat eri al  pri or at t ended a

l i ve show by t he band Ranci d at  t he Re・

gency Bal l room i n San Franci sco i n 2018.

宙
1

Ti mel ess,  Oi l ,  36 x 48.
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St andi ng Room Onl y,  Oi l ,  48 x 6O.

He st ood on t he f r i nges,  Shoot i ng doz-  c.
ens and dozens of  phot ographs.  “ I  real l y

Want ed t o make t he pai nt i ng f ee=i ke
I  was st andi ng t here at  t he edge of  t he

mosh pi t  at  t he show, ”  Pri or says.  “ My

Ol dest  daught er,  Hannah,  Came i nt o t he
St udi o and sai d,  ` Dad,  t hi s i s so good.  I

f eel  i t ,  l i ke I  was ri ght  t here at  t he show. ’

I  knew t hen I  was ont o somethi ng speci al ∵

and had t o keep goi ng wi t h t he i dea. ”

S丁ANDING ROOM ONLY,  Whi ch pri or

COmPl et ed af t er more t han 200 hours of

WOrk,  WaS reCent l y sel ect ed as a宜nal i st

i n t he Art  Renewal  Cent er ’ s prest i gi ous

Sal on compet i t i on.  I s he concemed t hat
t he pai nt i ng i s unconvent i onal  i n com・

Pari son t o hi s past  works and may not
Sel l ? “ No,  I  t ot al l y pai nt ed i t  f or mysel f , ”

Pri or says.  “ I  woul d l ove i t  t o go t o a mu・

seum col l ect i on somewhere.  vI 7e wi l l  see. "

As f or t he f ut ure,  Pri or says t hat  al ong
Wi t h hi s ci t yscapes and l andscapes,

Vi ewers can expect  t o see more mul es i n

ci t i es and more moshers at  l i ve shows一

t hese recent  pai nt i ngs are each t he st art

Of  a new seri es.  “ They are super f un f or

me, ”  he says.  o

Bonni e GangeI hof f  i s a cont ri but i ng edi t o「 at  5outルe5tA爪
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