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Fi rst  t here was f i re.  Then pl ague.  Ås a宜nal  i nsul t ,  t here was a且0Od.  J eremy

Li pki ng was a l ocust  away f rom somethi ng

bi bl i cal .  “ I t  cert ai nl y f el t  l i ke we went  f rom

One t hi ng t o anot heJ ’ t he Cal i f omi a pai nt er

SayS.  ` And j ust  when t hi ngs cal med down
We gOt  ri ght  back i nt o i t  agai n.  I  know we’ re

de島ni t el y ready f or some nomal  t i mes,  aS

I , m sure t he rest  of  t he worl d i s t ○ ○ . , ,

Thi s st ory has a happy endi ng- One t hat

Cul mi nat es i n Li pki ng’ s I ong- aWai t ed new

SOl o show,  Si l e71Ce & Sα gebrusん,  OPeni ng

March 12 at  Legacy Gal l ery i n Scot t sdal e,
Ari zona- but  t he j oumey t o t hat  poi nt  i s
One Of  gri t  and perseverance,  and speaks

t o t he qui et  and f orcef ul ふeps a正st s t ake

i n t he st udi o as t he real  worl d i nt errupt s,

but  never st ops,  t hei r creat i ve vi si ons.

I t  begi ns November 8,  2O19,  i n t he Sant a
Susana Mount ai ns out si de Los Angel es.
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Heat ed mat eri al  f rom a power l i ne drops

down ont o dry veget at i on,  CauSi ng a f i re

i n WboI sey Canyon.  Fed by st rong Sant a
Ana wi nds,  t he brush f i re qui ckl y t ums
i nt o a ragi ng i nf emo t hat  sweeps t hrough

t he canyon and i nt o surroundi ng areas.

The WooI sey Fi re f orces t he evacuat i on
of  nearl y 3OO, OOO peopl e,  i ncl udi ng t he

Li pki ng f ami l y whose home was i n t he pat h

Of  dest ruct i on.  I t  t 0Ok島ref i ght ers two weeks

t o cont rol  t he島re,  and t hen several  more

Weeks bef ore homeowners coul d go i nt o t he

area and survey t he damage.  Li pki ng aLnd hi s

wi f e,  Dani el l e,  Were PrePared f or t he worst .
“ I  remember when t hey opened t he area

t hey had l ef t  t he roads cl osed,  but  peopl e

who al ready had cars up t here were shut -

t l i ng peopl e back and f ort h t o t hei r homes,

but  some peopl e j ust  wal ked.  Our house

WaS SOmeWhat  cI ose so we j ust  st art ed i n

on f 0Ot  and real l y got  t o see t he devast at i on

up cI ose, ’ ’ he says.  ` And t hen we get  t 0 Our

house and i t  was st i l l  t here,  remarkabl y.

There was damage t 0 Our gueSt  house,  but

t he mai n house was basi cal l y unt ouched,

whi ch was wei rd t o see because of  some

of  t he damage on t he propert y.  We had
al umi num chai rs al most  ri ght  next  t o t he

house j ust  compl et el y mel t ed.  I nsi de was

島ne,  eXCePt  t he f i re generat ed hurri cane-

f orce wi nds,  Whi ch pushed soot  and ash

al l  over t he house.  I t  was unl i vabl e f or a

l ong t i me.  Basi ca11y everyt hi ng sof t  had t o

be repl aced.  Our daught er ’ s wi ndow was

CraCked open,  l i t era11y j ust  mi l l i met ers,  and

t he島re bl ew t hi s crazy amount  of  ash i nt o

t he room. , ,

Li pki ng and hi s f ami l y were grat ef ul  t hey

St i l l  had a home,  eSPeCi al l y si nce so many

Others,  i ncl udi ng nei ghbors,  had scorched

rui ns where t hei r homes once st ood.  Thei r

〇品n j oumey t o ret um t o some ki nd of

normal cy woul d t ake months as carpet ,

mat t resses,  beddi ng,  f umi t ure and even t he

i nsul at i on i n t he wal l s were al l  repl aced and

mi nor damage was repai red.  Meanwhi l e
t here were pai nt i ng commi tment s,
i ncl udi ng t he st i l l - f ar- Of f  Legacy show and

SeVeral  c○ mmi ssi ons.  Li pki ng had onl y

recent l y moved out  of  an of f - Si t e st udi o

and i nt o a tw○ ○ Car garage ri ght  bef ore t he

WooI sey Fi re,  SO hi s pai nt i ng schedul e was
of t en det emi ned by what  was happeni ng
i n hi s house on any gi ven day.  “ I  def i ni t el y

requi red more qui et  i n t he st udi o bef ore

t hat  t i me,  but  t hen wi t hi n a coupl e mont hs

I  was very used t o i t ,  eSPeCi al l y wi t h l i t t l e

ki ds runni ng around t he house, ’ ’ he says.

By earl y 2O2O,  Li pki ng was back up and

runni ng and t hi ngs were l ooki ng hopef ul .
` ` I  f el t  l i ke a we11一〇i l ed machi ne, , ,  he adds.

Then t he whol e worl d changed.
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3Prot è tOらOi l  on l i nen,  24x 18一’  4Bl ueBonnet ,  Oi i ,  16x20’ ’

For many art i st s,  t he pandemi c has not  al t ered t oo

much of  t hei r dai l y rout i nes.  Årt i st s can be recl usi ve

creat ures t hat  t hri ve behi nd st udi o doors,  and heal t h

l ockdowns and t ravel  rest r i ct i ons have done l i t t l e t o

i nt erf ere wi t h t hat .  I t  was t r i cki er f or Li pki ng si nce

he had f i ve school - aged chi l dren at  home,  i ncl udi ng

4- year- Ol d twi ns who were i n separat e pre- SChooI s.
Then,  When many schooI s swi t ched t o vi rt ua=eami ng;
maki ng sure everyone was onl i ne and prepared f or

SCh0Ol  became more t i me consumi ng t han t hey real -

i zed∴At  t hat  poi nt  I  t ook a f ew months of f  t o make

sure i t  ran smoot hl y wi t h Dani el l e.  At  t i mes i t  f el t  l i ke
a f ul l - t i me j ob.  Ånd t here was def i ni t el y an addi t i onal

l evel  of  anxi et y wi t h chi l dren around as t he worl d was

i n absol ut e chaos.  I t  made i t  hard t o get  i nt o t hat  zone

where t he pai nt i ngs coul d cor丘e out , ”  he says.  “ Once

i t  set t l ed down,  I  basi cal l y had t 0 l ock mysel f  i n my

st udi o t o f ocus,  but  al so t o di sconnect  f rom everyt hi ng

happeni ng i n t he worl d. ”

Li pki ng was so f ocused he had t o bow out  of  several

mal or shows and museum exhi bi t i ons,  i ncl udi ng t he

2O2O and 2O21 Mα St erS Of痛e Ameγ Zcα 7? Wこst  at  t he

Åut ry Museum of  t he Åmeri can West ,  but  earl y work

comi ng f rom t he st udi o reveal ed he was on t raLCk wi t h

Where he want ed t o be.  I ni t i al  pi eces- i ncl udi ng t he

PeaCef ul  snow scene Si erγ α ’ s Pα tん,  i nspi red by t he

f ami l y cabi n i n t he Si erra Nevadas and depi ct i ng hi s
daught er Si erra- Showed a re且ect i ve,  SOmber t one,  Wi t h

島gures gazi ng of f  i nt o t he di st ance,  POSSi bl y l ooki ng

i nt o t hei r past  or l ongi ng f or t hei r f ut ures.  Ål l  of  t he

pi eces were set  out doors and showed t he f i gures,  many
of  t hem hi s own chi l dren,  i nt eract i ng wi t h t he bount i f ul

beaut y of  nat ure,  Whi ch t akes on a new meani ng consi d-

eri ng what  t he art i st  al most  l ost  i n t he WooI sey且ames.

Soon came more work惇rot料to7;  Showi ng a mother

and nursi ng babyl  ami d st omy ski es;  Gα tんeri ng,

showi ng hi s daught er ami d a magni 宜cent  growth of

mat i l 担poppi es,  Whi ch grow nat ura11y ar6und t hei r

home;  and Of Eα rtんα 7?d S短a work t hat  shows how

mast erf ul  and del i cat e Li pki ng’ s brush can be wi t h

f aces and subt l e expressi ons.  The new pi eces al so

have many West em c○ mect i ons,  i ncl udi ng wi t h Desert



O36　www. Ameri canArt Coi i ect or. com



5 5ha〃ngSecret 5,  Oi I ,  36 x 24一一　6 77?eHope of。 Chi I d,  O叫16 x 1 2’ ’

So71g,  a WOrk showi ng a Navaj o woman i n a t radi t i onal
Vel vet  sh正and dress on t op of  a whi t e horse.  The work

Si mul t aneousl y capt ures t hat  br皿ant  and vi brant  l i ght

t hat  expl odes f rom t he scenery at  sunset ,  aS Seen On t he

Cl i 鮎s i n t he f ar background,  and twi l i ght ’ s desat urat i ng

e鮎ect  on col or,  aS Seen On t he島gure and her horse.

乱sewhere i n t he new works are pl ent y of  t radi t i onal

Navaj o or Hudson Bay bl anket s and,  i n f寂訪eγ ,  a

Vi nt age hat  wi t h a rat t l esnake hat band.  Li pki ng i s

Wi del y respect ed by two ki nds of  art  col l ect or⊥c○ nt em-

POrary f i gurat i ve and Wこst em art - and t he works uni t e

t he two worl ds under one sky
Li pki ng was on a rol l ,  and cl osi ng i n on t he 15 pai nt -

i ngs he was hopi ng t o get  done f or t he Legacy show,

but  2O2O had one more surpri se f or hi m and hi s f ami l y

at  t he end of t he year. 岳nt er aO且0Od i n t he f om of  a

broken pi pe i n t hei r ki t chen.  Å year earl i er t hey were

dri ven f rom t hei r home by f i re,  SO nOW i t  woul d onl y

be f i t t i ng t hat  wat er woul d do i t  agai n.  Everyone was

Saf e,  t he house was丘xabl e and t he art  was undamaged,

SO Li pki ng di d what  he di d al l  year l ong- he pushed

t hrough,  undaunt ed and undet erred.  He f i ni shed
several  of  t he l ast  pi eces f rom a rent al  whi l e t hei r house

WaS bei ng repai red. 　　　　　　　　　　¥

“ I t ’ s f unny how everyt hi ng has pl ayed out ,  eSPeCi al l y

l ooki ng back at  how easy i t  i s t o get  out  of  creat i ve

shape, ”  he says.  ` Ånd yet ,  eVen aS SO many t hi ngs were

StOPPi ng my momentum,  yOu gradua11yj ust  st ep back

i nt o i t ,  One Pai nt i ng at  a t i me.  That ’ s t he beaut y of

Pai nt i ng.  Once you’ re i n i t ,  eVeryt hi ng comes i nt o f ocus

and st art s maki ng sense.  Årt  can be very i nt ui t i ve,  eVen

ami d t he chaos t hat  surrounds us. ” ●


