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Prized for i†s beau†ifui, Veive†y †ex†ure and br冊an† coiors, PaStel

has been used over †he cen†uries by such p「o冊c and diverse

a面s†s as Degas. Whis†ier M川e†, Redon′ lbuIouse-Lau†rec′ Picasso′

and Cassa什Con†emporary pas†eiis†s fo看Iowing in †he f0O†s†eps

Of †hese mas†ers a「e crea†ing ou†s†anding works †ha† would be

a fine addi†ion †o any ar† coiIec†ion,

Pas†ei may be used †o ske†ch prepara†ory s†udies o「 †o crea†e

師Shed mas†erpiecesiThe origins of pas†ei can be †raced †○

†he Renaissance, When Leonardo da Vinci, Andrea dei Sar†○,

MicheiangeIo, and o†hers used na†urai chaiks for drawing.The

1 8†h cen†ury was considered †he “goiden age of pas†els〃 when

†he medium became fashionabie for use in por†ra汀Pain†ingi

A什er faiiing ou† offashion, PaS†eI had a revivai in †he se○○nd

haif of †he 19†h cen†ury and earIy 20th cen†urYi In †he 1860s,

Degas exhib汀ed 1 0 pas†els of femaIe ba†hers a† †he eigh†h

Impressionis† Exhib田On" He expe「imen†ed wi†h †he use of fixa†ives

†o preserve †he iaye「s, †hereby crea†ing wha† Chris†ie’s has de-

scribed as a “sc冊iia†ing op†icai mix.〃 Degas was aiso known †o

use s†eam †o blur †he edges of his pas†ei markings. His magn軒

cen† rendi†ions of ba=erinas in rich. sump†uous pas†eI hues †ruly

brough† †he medium †o a new heigh†i

The Rehearsai Onstage, Edgar Degas (French, Paris 1 834-1917 Paris), Ca" 1874, Pastei

ove「 b「ush-and-ink drawing on thin c「eam-COiored wove paper, laid down o= b「istoI

board and mounted on canvas, 21 x 28 1/2 in. (53.3 x 72.4 cm)

improvemen†s in archivai pigmen†s・ PaS†eI suppor†s′ and fixa†ives

by such revered companies as Senne=e「 have ensured †ha†

†oday′s po†en†iai c○=ec†or may feeI confiden† in †he purchase

Of a pas†el pain†ing.Archivai c○nsidera†ions inciude †he use of

iigh什as† pigmen†s on an acidiree arohivaLquaii†y supp〇五Pas†eIs

are gene「aiiy framed under giass †o preserve †he de=cate surface.

This type of prese「va†ion does no† affec† †he originai i0Oki

Pas†ei exhibi†ions a† gaiieries and museums are a visuai †rea† for

any po†en†iai coiiec†or. 1n January 2020. jus† before †he adven† of

†he life-Changing pandemic,W冊am Mer冊Chase’s S†udy of Fiesh

Coior and Goid (1 888) was exhibifed inTheTbuch of CoIor: Pas一

†els a† †he Na†ionai Ga=ery ofA什With i†s exquisi†eiy rendered flesh

and vibran†, aPPI含green fabric jux†aposed agains† a sugges†ive,

veive†y background, †his exemp獲ary work reveais †he †rue range of

coio正echnique, and texture ava=abie in †his versa†iie mediumi

Wi†h †he pandemic now c○mjng †o a cIose a什er †hree iong

years. deprived pas†el aficionados have †he oppor†uni†y †o vievy

o†her pastel exhibi†ions springing up ail over †he coun†ry and

†he worid, An ou†s†anding exhibi†ion, Pas†ei from M冊e† †o Redon′

is on view a††he Mus6e D’Orsay from March 14 †o July 2, 2023.

丁he exhibi† showcases around 1 00 pas†eis from †he museum’s

coiIec†ion inciuding wo「ks by Miiie†, Degas, Mane†, Cassa什

Redon, and Levy-Dhurmer among o†hers.The las† exhib什of †his

type a† †he D’O「say was in 2009・

lf a †rip †o Paris is no† in your near fu†ure’Please be sure to check

ou† nearby pastel exhib田OnSi Paste=s o什en c○nsidered a chaIieng-

ing medium because c○ior is appiied and mixed on †he pa冊ng

s而a○e ins†ead of on a paie什e. Bu† a○○ompiished pas†eiis†s are

producing high℃aiiber works †ha† wouid c○mpiemen† and en-

hance any sophis†ica†ed arf coiIec†ion! Enjoy perusing †he †empt-

jng examples on †he foiIowing pages to whe† your appe†ite.
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