
WARREN CHANG

Behind the Ease臆

Warren Chang is known for his paintings of fieldWOrkers in Monterey County, Califomia. When

Katharina Powers, director of Årt Vintures Gallery in Menlo

Park, Califomia, Visited his studio, She saw his interior paint-

ings. She says, “These intimate interiors are an inward look at

the artist,s life within his studio and classroom environments,

which includes his relationship with his family; friends,

models and art students. Through viewing these paintings,

We become witness to the artist’s life and work through the

PaSSage Of time.’’Wbrre71 Chα71g: AれArtZsts L涛Beんind沈e

Etzsel will be shown at the ga11ery through January 31.

Chang was a freelance i11ustrator for 2O years before

tuming t〇五ne art painting in about 2OOO.

“Wbrking from a photo reference was pretty much the

norm in illustration,” he says. When he tumed to fine art he

ran into those who thought photo references were anathema.

As he gained confidence, he retumed to using photo refer-

ences but kept up his painting from life in the studio.

The exhibition is a 2O-year autObiography of his life in the

Studio. J7高he A7.tis誌Studzo, 2O12, is an homage to family and

O82　www.AmericanArtCoilecto「.com
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/n the Arti5t5 5tudio,

Oil on canvas, 40 x 60’’

之

Ar海で/n Her 5tudio,

Oii on canvas, 24x30’’

3

GilI GaIIery Interior, ,

Oii on canvas, 28x57’’

4

77)e Discus5ion,

Oii on canvas, 30 x 24’’

friends as well as to Norman Rockwell. Prominently

displayed on his b○○kshelf is Thomas S. Buechner’s

biography Normα7吊2ocんell. Peering in the door is

the artist,s father, a reference to Rockwell’s device

of leading the viewer into the painting. The people

lo○king at the painting of the painting we are viewing

are his wife, SOnS and “people important to me.”

Chang’s wife, Heather, aPPearS in丑e DZscussZoれ,

2OO9, a Similar but more intimate scene. “The

painting is an homage to my wife giving me advice‘

on a current painting.’’There is “a little tension” as

Heather contemplates how to make her c○mments

and the artist tries not to resist. `Å lot of times,” he

explains, “the paintings she has criticized have gone

on to sell orto win an award.”

GZll Gαlle7y I所erZo7; 2O15, Shows the artist and his

friends painting from life. The ga11ery had hosted a

retrospective of his paintings several years earlier

and he shows them displayed on the back wa11.
“The丘eld worker paintings are the world around

me,” he says. “The interiors are more of an inward look

at my life. I can see the passage oftime, Of me aging

and the people who have been important to me.” '

Art Ventures GalIery

888 Santa Cruz Avenue. Menio Park, CA 94025
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