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Jim McVicker, "Summer Sunset," 16 x 20 in.

American Legacy Fine Arts (ALFA), a premier gallery in Pasadena, California,
specializing in contemporary-traditional fine art, is pleased to announce Mastering the
Mood: Atmospheric Emotion, a compelling exhibition celebrating the expressive power of
light, color, and atmosphere in representational painting. The exhibition is on view from
April 24 through June 6, 2026, with a special opening reception for collectors and invited
guests on Friday, April 24.



Warren Chang, “Artichoke Haulers,” 19 x 34 in.

Mastering the Mood: Atmospheric Emotion brings together a curated selection of works by
leading contemporary artists who explore the emotional resonance found in nature’s most
evocative moments. From the quiet poetry of mist-covered mornings to the dramatic
interplay of dusk light and shadow, the exhibition invites viewers to experience artwork not
merely as places or things, but as profound emotional states.

Amy Sidrane, “Mist and Stillness,” oil on canvas, 8 x 8 in.

Featured artists include: Peter Adams, Nikita Budkov, Warren Chang, John Cosby,
Steve Curry, Richard Humphrey, Chuck Kovacic, Jean LeGassick, Calvin Liang, Jim
McVicker, Jennifer Moses, Michael Obermeyer, Daniel W. Pinkham, Ray Roberts,
Dan Schultz, Amy Sidrane, Mian Situ, W. Jason Situ, Alexey Steele, Jove Wang, and
Mary Kay West



Dan Schultz, “Pacific Moonrise; Santa Barbara,” oil on linen panel, 12 x 12 in.

“Atmosphere has the extraordinary ability to transform the familiar into the transcendent,”
notes Elaine Adams, Director of American Legacy Fine Arts. "This exhibition brings
together artists who harness mood and light with exceptional sensitivity, creating works
that stir memory, invite contemplation, and offer a sense of refuge in an increasingly fast-
paced world. At a time when audiences seek respite from constant digital stimulation,

‘Mastering the Mood’ invites viewers into a quieter, more contemplative visual experience
rooted in atmosphere, light, and emotional nuance.”

Jennifer Moses, “Lucent,” oil on linen, 20 x 22 in.



The exhibition will feature paintings that embrace tonal harmony, expressive brushwork,
and subtle shifts of illumination—qualities that allow a scene to transcend its geographic
setting and become an intimate, personal experience for the viewer. Works range from
serene coastal vistas and luminous sunsets to moody interiors, still lifes, and moonlit
expanses, offering a rich diversity of emotional narratives.

Mian Situ, “Sunlit Coastline, 17-Mile Drive,” 20 x 26 in.

Peter Adams, “Light in August,” 40 x 30 in.
In keeping with ALFA’s mission to highlight artists working in the timeless traditions of fine
art while advancing contemporary vision, Mastering the Mood presents original paintings



that appeal both aesthetically and emotionally to discerning collectors. All participating
artists are award-winning and nationally recognized for their ability to infuse
representational scenes with lyrical depth and atmospheric nuance.

For more information, please visit americanlegacyfinearts.com.
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