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亜
veselka has paid his

仕整詳蕊諾
ing血e rewards of overcoming血e

struggles of develop血g a career in

the worid of fine a血He participates

in several invitational events, indud-
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ing血e Cowboy Artists of America’s

Show,血e Coors Show, the Buffalo

Bill Auction,血e Out West Art Show,

血e Coeur d粗ene Auction, and a

few shows each year at Settlers V研est

Gallery in Tucson, Arizona.

Veselka lives with his wife Jenee

and their four children in血e south-

east comer of Idaho. He grew up

on a sma11 ranch in Westem Idaho,

where he came to believe in-and

practice-the e血ics血at are血n葛

danental to the cowboy lifestyle.

His family raised a sma11 herd of

registered Polled Herefords, and

his grandparents had a larger ca鳳e

operation where veselka learned to

ride horses and developed an affin-

ity for life on a ranch.

He started his artistic develop-

ment obsessively drawing wildlife

when he was young. One血ing led

to ano血er and, in 2006, he eamed

a Bachelor of Arts Degree from

Brigham Ybung UniversityIdaho

O3YUI). Following his graduation,

he scrambled to eam a living and

provide for his family while wo血ing

in sales,血grocery stores,狐d doing

night seourity and farm work.

A血er a few years of scrambling,

Veselka took on a par髄me teaching

position in血e BYUI art department.

He had been selling his paintings

since he was a s血dent there, but

it would take several years before

sales were consistent enough to al-

1ow Veselka to quit all those o血er

jobs and focus on his art.

He has been creating丘ne art on

a血11也ne basis for about 12 years

now His subjects include portraits,

narrative il山stra債ons, wildlife, Still

lifes, 1andscapes, and rehgious painL¥
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ings・ Wildlife was his first love,

taking him out into the field where

he sketched, did plein air pain血g,

and took photo-

graphs to use as

reference back

doesn,t believe he was gifted wi血

SOmething in his DNA RatheI; he

SayS, it’s a gift from God to have

the passion for
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he was able to

Spend painting in his studio. As a

result, he shifted his focus to the hu_

man figure.

Vbselka didn’t entirely leave

behind his Iove of animals and land_

SCaPeS, however He eventua11y dis-

COVered that he could incorporate

a11血e su切ect matter血at interested

him in the genre ofWestem art. He

SOme血ing and

the resources

to turn that pas-

Sion into art.

舌で胸的爛00meOutOf鵠請書
WOrk, tO tum

that into a skill

and a wok
Of art is a responsibi埋y that lies

Squarely on血e shoulders of the po-

tential artist,’’he says.

Primarily painting in oils and

Sketching wi血charcoal, Veselka

has also set his sights on leaming

to sculpt・ AIways ready to support

her husband, Jenee recently gifted

him with a sculpture stand and a
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horse armature. ``Hopefully, before

too Iong, yOu,ll see some sculptures

COme Out Of my studio,’’he says,

`but Iu have to wait a bit since I,m

SO booked wi血upcoming shows.,,

In SeptembeI; Veselka wi11 show

his paintings at血e Buffalo Bill Hve
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Auction in Cody, Wyoming, and, in

October he’11 participate in血e Cow-

boy Artists of America 60th Anniver-

Sary Show in Denver; CoIorado. He’11

also have a showing of his works at

Settlers West Gallery in Tucson,

Arizona, in November. AIong wi血

a11 of血ose demands on his time, he

COntinues to do commissions for his

growing list of collectors.

When Veselka began his stud-

ies at BYUI, he plamed to major in

architec血re and minor in art. That

quickly changed when he enrolled

in art classes taught by Leon Parson,

who would become his mentor The

Other matr determining factor in

血at trajectory shift was seeing the

WOk of Carl mngius, Who exempli-
fied血e type ofwork Veselka wanted

to leam to create.

One ofVeselka’s greatest honors

WaS being inducted into血e CoWboy

Artists ofAmerica (CAA) in 2023, On

his first application for membership.

The organization has a long-Standing

reputation of excellence and con-

Sists of top-nOtch artists, but what

impressed him most was members’

SenSe Of canaraderie and their per-

SOnal characters.
“I knew from my丘rst associa-

tion with them that I wanted to be-

long to血eir group, in part to血r血er

develop as an artist, but more so to

belong wi吐血em, tO grOW Old with

them,’’Veselka says. ``It’s a select

group with only 18 active members,

but it’s been around for 60 years for a

reason. They are a bro血erhood wi血

COmmOn gOals, Values, and a sense

Of who they are and where they

C劃ne血om.’’

Those values run deep血rough

Veselka’s heritage. His grandfather

WaS a Wbrld War II veteran, and he

and Veselka’s grandmo血er home-

Steaded and carved a family ranch

Out Of the desert of Westem Idaho,

intent on leaving it to細山re genera一

缶ons.

``I血ink that’s one reason the

CAA resonated so deeply with me,’’

he says. `They felt like my people葛

Serious artists pulling for one an-

Other舟ying to give血e world some-

血ing good to hold onto in a time

When the world is forgetting where it

Came from and where its values lie,’’
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Veselka credits artists such as

N.C, Wyeth, Dean Comwell, and

Harvey Dunn for holding on to the

skills and motives that communicate

to observers honestly, Without the

pretense of pseudo-intellec血alism

OVer down-tO-ear血, COmmOn-SenSe

substance. ``From man’s earliest de-

pictions on rock血rough血e renais-

sance and down to the illustrators of

our modem age, art has been the

voice to communicate aes血etics,

stories, and ideas,’’he says. The

Separation between illustration and

fine art is fuzzy at best, he says, add-

ing血at some of the greatest fine art

can also be classified as i11ustration.

New opportunities for Veselka

COntinue to come his way. He is cur-

rently working on a prQject for the

LOuis LAmour family, Who asked

him to create an illustra缶on for the

republication of one of his books:
``How the ⅥstⅥs Ⅵbn.’’He offered

to do that illustration as a 57’’-by-76’’

宜ne art oil painting血at would also

serve as an illustration for血e book

cover rather than a smaller, quicker

Painting whose sole purpose would

be to illustrate血e cover of a novel.

Veselka will reveal that painting

at the Cowboy Artists of America

Show in October. Meanwhile, he’s

busy creating pain血gs for several

o血er shows-and he’s still plami皿g

to sculpt a horse. ⑳

LazeIIe Jones 〃ve5 On勅e Wおt Coa5f.
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